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There is nothing wrong with charity hospitals

and possibly the churches once again pro-
viding care for the needy rather than through
government paid programs which only maxi-
mizes costs. States can continue to introduce
competition by allowing various trained individ-
uals to provide the services that once were
only provided by licensed MDs. We don’t have
to continue down the path of socialized med-
ical care, especially in America where free
markets have provided so much for so many.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I urge my col-
leagues to reject the phony Patients’ Bill of
Rights which will only increase the power of
the federal government, cause more Ameri-
cans to lose their health care or receive sub-
standard care, and thus set the groundwork
for the next round of federal intervention. In-
stead. I ask my colleagues to embrace an
agenda of returning control over health care to
the American people by putting control over
the health care dollar back into the hands of
the individual and repealing those laws and
regulations which distort the health care mar-
ket. We should have more faith in freedom
and more fear of the politicians and bureau-
crats who think all can be made well by simply
passing a Patients’ Bill of Rights.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today to add my voice in support of the pas-
sage of a strong Patient’s Bill of Rights. Con-
gress has been working for several years to
improve the delivery of health care to every-
one in America. As a cancer survivor, I know
how important it is to have good quality health
care available when you need it.

I believe that for the most part, Americans
who currently have health insurance are
happy with their providers. Unfortunately, too
many Americans can not afford the health
care they need, and sadly, there are extreme
cases where some Americans are the victims
of fraud or abuse that prevent them from ac-
cessing the care that they are paying for.

I am committed to ensuring that America
maintains the world’s best health care system
by enacting reforms giving people more
choices, and more access to high quality
health care. That is why I rise today in support
of the Patients’ Bill of Rights agreement
reached by President George W. Bush and
Congressman CHARLIE NORWOOD, as well as
in support of an amendment to expand Med-
ical Savings Accounts (MSA) and allow for the
creation of Association Health Plans (AHP).

I am proud to support a Patients’ Bill of
Rights that will empower individuals and doc-
tors to make health care choices, without the
interference of government bureaucrats or trial
lawyers. I support the Bush/Norwood agree-
ment because it ensures that the American
people will have swift recourse when an insur-
ance company bean-counter decides to prac-
tice medicine.

There are a lot of people who say that when
your insurance company denies coverage, you
should be able to run them straight into court.
Let’s stop and think about that for a minute—
when an individual is denied coverage by an
insurance company, what is it that they really
want? Coverage for life saving medical care!
Lawsuits don’t get you medical care. Lawsuits
drag on in court for years, and line the pock-
ets of trial lawyers. Lawsuits won’t provide
care for sick patients. The bottom line is that
lawsuits don’t save lives—but an independent
medical review process will.

While we are working to improve health
care for those who have insurance, we must

also take action to bring this high quality care
to those who cannot currently afford insur-
ance. I support the inclusion of a provision to
give millions of Americans the best patient
protections of all—health care coverage. I
hope that today an amendment will prevail to
expand Medical Savings Accounts, and allow
for the creation of Association Health Plans.
Association Health Plans will allow small busi-
nesses and the self-employed the same pur-
chasing clout and administrative savings that
large, multi-state employers and labor unions
currently enjoy. This provision will expand
health care coverage for thousands of employ-
ees of small businesses who cannot currently
afford to provide coverage to its employees.

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the passage of the Bush/Norwood
agreement on Patients’ Rights which balances
the need for affordable health insurance with
the need for real patient protections.

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Chairman, I rise today
in support of H.R. 2563, the Patients Bill of
Rights, and in opposition to all ‘‘poison pill’’
amendments and in particular the Norwood
amendment.

Like many of my colleagues in this House,
I strongly support the Patients Bill of Rights. In
fact, the Ganske-Dingell Patients Bill of Rights
provides strong patient protections. It ensures
access to emergency room care, allows for
clinical trials, provides for continuity of care,
and holds managed care plans legally respon-
sible for their actions. But, today we have
been asked to consider a new amendment to
this bill. This amendment, if passed, would gut
the spirit of the Ganske-Dingell bill.

The Norwood amendment would give
HMO’s a rebuttable presumption in court,
which means that if an HMO follows its proce-
dures in the review process, the patient bring-
ing a suit would be held to a higher standard
of evidence that separates HMO’s from any
other industry, business, or individual in Amer-
ica. Mr. Speaker, that higher standard pre-
vents a patient from making a case in court.
That is unfair and it is wrong.

We must hold HMO’s and health insurance
companies accountable for their actions, and I
will oppose any amendment that protects
HMO’s and prevents patients from getting the
care they need. If this amendment passes, I
will oppose the amended bill because it will
become unenforceable and will let HMO’s off
the hook. A right that is unenforceable is no
right at all.

Mr. Chairman, I have consistently supported
a patient’s bill of rights that is strong and en-
forceable. Today, I am afraid, the House ma-
jority is going to pass an insurance company’s
bill of rights. Maintaining health security is one
of the primary challenges facing North Caro-
lina’s working families today. Families deserve
to know that they can count on affordable high
quality health care in their managed care
plans. Making crucial decisions about a pa-
tient’s health care should be the responsibility
of the doctor and the patient—not some insur-
ance company accountant.

Today’s debate is about patients. They are
the Americans we hear about in the news and
in our communities who are sick and hurting.
A real patients bill of rights provides these
Americans with access to the care they need
and holds managed care plans legally ac-
countable for decisions that lead to serious in-
jury or death. The Republican leadership sup-
ports the Norwood amendment because it will

send this bill to a conference. And we all know
what that means, Mr. Chairman. The Patient’s
Bill of Rights will die there.

America needs a Patients Bill of Rights. Our
families are depending on us to give them that
right today in this House. The only way we
can ensure that they will get that right—the
right to clinical trials, emergency room care,
and to hold HMO’s accountable for their deci-
sions—is to oppose all of the ‘‘poison pill’’
amendments proposed today and support the
real patient’s bill of rights. The Republican bill
is a fraud. It is a sham bill.

I urge all of my colleagues to support H.R.
2563, and ask that they join me in opposing
the Norwood amendment and other poison
pills that will kill a bill that America’s patients
desperately need.

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Chairman, it is time for
Congress to enact a true patient protection
bill. American families have already waited far
too long for us to pass common-sense con-
sumer protections.

Today, millions of Americans workers have
no employer-provided health insurance, and
over half of American Workers who do have
employer-provided health insurance have no
choice of health plan. The only health care
coverage provided to those workers is a plan
chosen by their employers. This plan may or
may not address their health care needs and
the health care needs of their families. Under
current law, many of those workers and their
families have no place to turn if they are
harmed by decisions which are made by their
insurance companies.

We need to pass a true consumer protec-
tion bill that would guarantee basic health
rights for these workers. Families should be
able to see specialists when they need to, ap-
peal unfair denials, and seek emergency care
when they experience severe pain. Doctors
should be free to tell their patients all the op-
tions and to make medical decisions without
fear of retribution from health plans. Health
plans should be accountable if they make
medical decisions, just as doctors are now.

Some would suggest that enacting true pa-
tient protection legislation undermines our
long-held goal of health coverage for all Amer-
icans. They say that patient protection legisla-
tion could cause health insurance costs to rise
and then families may become uninsured.
They would have us believe that a health in-
surance plan that protects basic health care
rights is out of reach for the average Amer-
ican. That is wrong. It is our responsibility to
find a better way to help the uninsured than
telling them to buy bad health coverage, cov-
erage which may not be there when they need
it.

Unfortunately, an unfair process to debate a
meaningful patient protection bill has been set
up by the Leadership of the House of Rep-
resentatives today and this action effectively
kills any chance of enacting a real patient pro-
tection bill. The bill being debated today con-
tains numerous loopholes and fails to enact
proper patient protections and rights. It fails to
hold health plans accountable by the same
standards that are applied to physicians for
negligent decisions. All actions against health
plans would be determined exclusively under
a new federal law with no ability to apply state
law. As well, when an injured patient does go
to court to seek remedy, certain provisions in
the legislation will tip the scales of justice in
favor of the health plan. This bill also contains
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